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August 14, 2009

Dear Service Provider or Senior Organization:

Legal Services for the Elderly alerts the senior community to the following developments:

1. For those of you who help homebound, disabled and non-English speaking individuals apply for Medicaid and other public benefits:  

Erie County Department of Social Services is arbitrarily requiring applicants for Medicaid and other benefits through a representative to sign an authorization to release health information to that representative in the presence of a social services employee or a notary public.  The requirement is not only a bureaucratic barrier to benefits access, but impermissibly discriminates against those who cannot apply in person.  Anyone who encounters any trouble, including expense, delay or denials of benefits because of this should report the problem to the Medicaid Director, Shaun Hughes, at 858-7366, and call Legal Services for the Elderly at 853-3087 for legal representation or referral.

2. Anyone with any question or problem concerning Medicare Part D prescription drug benefits should call Legal Services for the Elderly at 853-3087.  
The only requirement to be eligible for our Part D services is New York State residence. 

3. New Power of Attorney Law takes effect on September 1, 2009.

A valid Power of Attorney signed before September 1, 2009, continues to be valid, but beginning September 1, new Powers of Attorney must be on a new form.  The new form is so complex as to require an attorney’s advice.  Legal Services for the Elderly will continue to assist in drafting Powers of Attorney and Revocations of Powers of Attorney for low-income individuals only.
Prepared by LSED Staff.
--Feel Free to Copy--
Chief Executive Officer:


Karen L. Nicolson, Esq.





Supervising Attorney:


William W. Berry, Esq.





Attorneys:


Beata Banas, Esq.


Helen Ferraro-Zaffram, Esq.


David A. Shapiro, Esq.


Daniel Webster, Esq.





Clinical Instructor:


Anthony Szczygiel, Esq.





Paralegals:


Nicole Blackwell


Thomas E. Hayduk


Cheryl Kostrewa


Brenda A. Symans


Furnette Williams





Social Worker:


Kathleen M. Kanaley, BSW





Office Manager:


Michaelene Bauer





Administrative Assistant:


Robert S. Esposito





Board of Directors:


President:


Thomas F. Keefe, Esq.





Vice Presidents:


Giles P. Manias, Esq. 


Frederic Paul Norton, Esq.


Randolph C. Oppenheimer, Esq.


Bruce D. Reinoso, Esq.





Treasurer:


Shari Jo Reich, Esq.





Secretary:


David J. Starkey, Esq.





Directors:


Ericka N. Bennett, Esq.


Jan Berg


Jill K. Bond, Esq.


John C. Brady, III


Tracy Jordan-Cardwell


David P. Chadwick, Esq.


J. Michael Collins


Robert L. Marinelli, Esq.


Robert Meiss


Timothy O’Mara, Esq.


James P. Milbrand, Esq.


Julie Plesh, CPA


Jamie Smith, Esq.


Michele Sterlace-Accorsi, Esq.


Patrick Walh


Clifford E. Whitman





Honorary Board Members:


Elizabeth G. Clark, Esq.


Gayle L. Eagan, Esq.


Richard F. Griffin, Esq. 


Hortense B. Nash





State of New York ● State Office for the Aging ● Erie County Dept. of Senior Services ● Erie County ● Niagara County Dept. of Social Services 


City of Buffalo ● Cattaraugus County ● IOLA ● Chautauqua County ● Genesee County Dept. of Social Services ● Seneca Nation of Indians ● Allegany County











