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ALERT LETTER

UPSTATE NEW YORK IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY UTILIZING PERSONAL CARE FOR MEDICAID BENEFICIARIES

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1According to data by the New York State Department of Health, NYC spends 11.7% of its Medicaid Expenditures on personal care services.  The rest of the state only spends 4.6% of Medicaid dollars on PCA services.  Moreover, while the rest of state spends 32.3% of Medicaid expenditures on nursing home care, NYC relies less on institutional care--spending only 24.1% of its Medicaid dollars on nursing home care.*


Although there are many fine local nursing homes, most of our elderly clients would prefer to live in their own homes and, in many cases, it is more cost-effective to keep people out of institutions.  However, at Legal Services for the Elderly, we have noticed a decrease in referrals from seniors who wish to challenge their PCA hours.  The above statistics confirm what we are seeing locally.  


Your clients/patients can get up to 24 hours care at home, although usually not without some advocacy.  If you are told by Medicaid, CASA, or anyone else that a client is only entitled to a certain amount of hours, and you feel that they need more, please give us a call.  You can also have your clients/patients call us directly.   


We cannot change the above statistics unless we get the referrals.   To refer a case to us, please call us at 853-3087 (ext. 220).  To discuss the issue in more detail, please call Karen L. Nicolson, Esq. at 853-3087 (ext. 205).  For more information about our services, please visit our website at www.lsed.org.   

* Valerie Bogart, Selfhelp Community Services, Inc.,  vbogart @selfhelp.net .  For AD HOC STATEWIDE COALITION OPPOSING CAP ON PERSONAL CARE and CONSUMER DIRECTED PERSONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CDPAP) SERVICES

Data from Medicaid Quarterly Reports of Beneficiaries, Expenditures, and Units of Service by Category of Service by Aid Category by Region, at http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/medstat/quarterly/aid/quarterly.htm.  CY2008 data
from http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/medstat/quarterly/aid/2008/cy/docs/2008 cy aid.xls
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