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ERIE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT, INC.

237 Main St., Suite 1000 - Buffalo, NY 14203 - (716) 847-0662 - FAX (716) 847-0307

The ECBA Volunteer Lawyers Project (VLP) provides free civil legal services for low income people and smaller not-for-profit groups.  We also train, coordinate and support hundreds of local attorneys that provide pro bono (free) representation for VLP clients.

These are just five of the over 3500 cases

that VLP handled last year:

1. A man in the last stages of a terminal illness was concerned  about the long term care of his young child.  There were no other relatives, but we were able to establish a Standby Guardianship with a family friend.  When the client became too ill to continue to care for the child, we helped put the guardianship into place.  The man is still able to visit with his child and has the peace of mind from knowing that she is being well cared for. 
2. A woman who had fallen behind in her real property taxes because of illness faced a tax foreclosure and loss of the family home.  A volunteer attorney was able to stop the sale with a stipulated repayment agreement that she is able to afford.  This prevented the client and her children from becoming homeless.

3. A man who had worked at good job for over 20 years, lost his job and was then denied unemployment benefits.  A volunteer represented him in a hearing and obtained the unemployment benefits that he was entitled to so that that he could support himself and his family.

4. An Iranian man who had converted from Islam to Christianity was thus subject to apostasy charges and faced death in Iran. We represented him in Immigration Court, obtained testimony from a local priest who knew the truth of the client’s convictions and he was granted asylum by the Immigration Court.
5. A woman who had been a victim of severe family violence at the hands of both her now ex-husband and their adult son was badgered into signing an agreement which purported to sign over her post divorce/post DRO pension rights.  When the ex-husband brought an action trying to enforce the alleged agreement, the Court referred her to VLP.  We connected her with Haven House and succeeded in getting the Court action withdrawn.  
                   “Speaking for those that are not heard” 
